Glossary of common terms used in Special Educational Needs

Annual Review

The review of a statement of special educational needs which a Local Authority must make within 12 months of making the statement, or as the case may be, of the previous review.
Connexions Service 

This service provides a single point of access for all 13 to 19 year olds to help them to prepare for the transition to work and adult life.
Educational Psychology Service (EPS) 

A person employed by the Local Authority to assess pupils’ needs and offer advice and support to schools.
Education Welfare Officer 

A Person employed by the Local Authority to help parents and Local Authorities meet their respective statutory obligations in relation to school attendance.
Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

This is a planning, teaching and reviewing tool. It is a working document for all teaching staff recording key short term targets and strategies for an individual pupil, that are different from or additional to those in place for the rest of the group or class.
Individual Behaviour Plan (IBP) 

This is a planning, teaching and reviewing tool. Similar to the IEP, but focusing on a child’s behavioural development.
Mediation Service 

Try to resolve any concerns that have been unable to be solved by your ARO or the Parent Partnership Service.

Any referrals to this service should be made via your ARO.
Note in Lieu (NIL) 

This is a note which may be issued to parents and school when, following a statutory assessment, the Local Authority decide not to make a statement.
Parent Partnership Service (PPS) 

This service provides advice and information to parents whose children have special educational needs. They provide neutral and factual support on all aspects of the SEN framework to help parents to play an active and informed role in their child’s education.
School Action (SA) 

A stage often referred to when the class teacher identifies that a pupil has special educational needs, and provides interventions that are additional to or different from those provided as part of the school’s usual differentiated curriculum. An IEP will usually be devised.
School Action Plus (SAP) 

A stage often referred to when the class teacher identifies that a pupil has special educational needs, and alternative interventions are provided from outside specialists, so that additional or different strategies to those provided at School Action can be put in place. An IEP will usually be devised.

Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal Service (SENDIST) 

An independent body which has jurisdiction under section 333 of the Education Act 1996 for determining appeals by parents against Local Authority decisions on assessments and statements.
Statement of Special Educational Needs

A legally binding document, which details the child’s special educational needs, the objectives and provision required to meet those needs.
Statutory Assessment

The process of assessment which a Local Authority uses to determine whether a statement of special educational needs is required or not.

